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Abstract

This paper introduces the term inner-city rurabi&scribe a conceptual framework
that seeks to explain the transmission of urban atrdet-based alternative
constructions of black manhood identities to m&ohlack rural counties in the
United States. The central theoretical argumentaaced in this paper is that
exposure to urban street culture as it is represeint some versions of gangsta rap
and hip hop music, videos and culture is a majochrarism by which marginalized
African American males residing in rural commurst@me to internalize and enact
problematic urban male street-based masculineitaent
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Resumen

Este articulo introduce el término de ciudadeslesrdesfavorecidas para describir
el marco conceptual que ayuda a explicar la trasiémide las construcciones
urbanas y callejeras de las identidades mascutiealtbs hombres negros de la
mayoria de los condados rurales de la poblaci@iafrericana de Estados Unidos.
El argumento tedrico central que muestra esteutoties que esta exposicion a la
cultura callejera de las ciudades se representif@m®ntes formas musicales como
el rap “gangsta’ y el hip hop, los videos y la grdtes el mayor mecanismo por el
cual son marginados los hombres afroamericanademtsis en comunidades rurales,
los cuales interiorizan una identidad masculinigeablematica y callejera.
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the social construction of gender and its assaciatiith substance

abuse, crime, interpersonal violence, and incatioeraamong
African Americans who reside in rural communitiggrticularly rural
communities in which African Americans constituteubstantial portion of
the population(Weisheit, Wells, & Falcone 2006Despite this trend,
criminologists and other researchers are begintongecognize that rural
areas are an important location for the occurremzestudy of challenging
social problems, including crime and violer{€¢&sgood & Chambers 2000;
Weisheit, Falcone, & Wells 2006; Websdale, 19%& such, to advance
research which examines the social constructiageatler identity and rural
crime, the inner-city rural conceptual framework iigroduced here to
consider the mediating effects of Black populartue relative to the
intersection of rural structural challenges, theciao construction of
masculinity and the situational dynamics of violenime offending and
victimization among rural African American men.

T he study of social problems in rural America hagddy ignored

Structural Challenges and Rural Black Communities

Prior t01865 majority-black independent rural comitigs in America
were uncommon as most African Americans were eadl@and resided on
plantations or small farms in the southern stéteszier, 1949; Stampp,
1956) The emergence of independent black communitiéisemural South
is directly linked to the abolition of slavef§nipp, 1996) Therefore, it is
not surprising that most rural black counties anwinis are located in parts
of the eleven Southern Black Belt states (Northoza, South Carolina,
Georgia, Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana, VirginiArkansas, Texas,
Florida, and Tennesseé€)Yimberley & Morris, 1997)

The term the Southern Black Belt was initially oduced by Booker T.
Washington1965) in 1901to refer to counties in the southern region of the
United States where African Americans outnumberdidtes. The high
concentration of blacks residing in the contempo®@outhern Black Belt
states is a direct result of the large number oicah slaves brought to the
region to work on plantations and farms as unpaid, particularly in the
production of cotton, rice, sugar and tobafdéomberley & Morris, 1997).
There are 623 counties located in parts of the dithgrn states that
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comprise the Southern Black Bélvimberley & Morris, 1997)Within the
11 Black Belt state’s 388 counties have 25% or nibaek residents; and
another 171 counties have a population of 40% oreni¢/imberley &
Morris, 1997).

Overt intergenerational racial oppression predipia by deeply
entrenched racial prejudice, economic exploitataond an institutionalized
commitment to subordinate and control African Aroanis has had a major
impact on the quality of life of blacks who resige rural communities
(Jordan, 1968; Oshinsky, 1996While there have been major strides
toward achieving racial equality in both the Soatfd the larger American
society as a result of the Civil Rights laws endctiiring the sixties,
economic development in the South has been prinbnilited to urban
areas and small towns and rural communities adjaimemirban centers
(Falk & Lyson, 1993 Consequently, economic development in southern
urban centers has largely bypassed rural black eomti®s in the Southern
Black Belt (Zerkerie, 2003; Snipp 1996As such, both historical and
contemporary patterns of racial discrimination hawatributed to the fact
that rural blacks comprise a major portion of therdl underclasslAllen-
Smith, 1994).That is, rural people, regardless of race/ethnidives are
often characterized by high rates of unemploymeniieremployment,
poverty, female-headed families, teenage pregnasuystance abuse, and
contact with the criminal justice systenDavidson, 1996; Rural
Sociological Society Task Force on Persistent Rieoaterty, 1993).

There are significant gaps in our understandinghef lifestyles and
problematic behaviors that typify the lives of Afin Americans who reside
in rural communities. What we do know is that ngdImillion African
Americans reside in rural, primarily southern caemtAllen-Smith, 1994).
For example, all non-metropolitan counties with kck population
exceeding 20% are located in the so(ithiral Sociological Society Task
Force on Persistent Rural Poverty, 1993; WimbeBeWMorris, 1997)
Furthermore, African Americans who reside in rucalmmunities have
some of the lowest incomes and the highest povertss in the United
States(Allen-Smith, 1994; Beale, 1996)]n fact, the 623 counties that
comprise the Southern Black Belt account for 23%lbtS poverty, 47%
of all African American poverty and 84% of ruralabk poverty
(Wimberley & Morris, 1997)
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The economic challenges confronting rural blaskalso evident in the
finding that black two parent households in ruwaimmunities are more
likely to have income below the official poverty4@®) level than urban
black households (12%) and rural white househo®®) ((Allen-Smith,
1994) Yet, the plight of rural black communities hasbdargely hidden
compared to the focus on the urban black underglassgerson, 1999;
Wilson, 1987, 1996 In fact, the disadvantages associated with thaclkeg
of slavery and more contemporary patterns of radigdrimination in the
rural South continue to play a central role inlities of African Americans
who reside in rural and small towns in the Southéatk Belt(Adimora, et
al. 2001; Rural Sociological Society Task Force on PersistRuatal
Poverty, 1998 From slavery to sharecropping, the corporatizatafn
agricultural production, globalization and the tisement of low skilled
workers, economic opportunities have been systeaiti limited for
blacks in the rural Soutfzekeri, 2003) For example, in 255 of the 550
persistent-poverty counties in the United Statesicdn Americans either
are a majority of the poor, or their high inciderafepoverty produces an
overall county rate of 20 percent or more. Thegsigently poor counties
stretch across the heart of the old agriculturaiti§conce mostly dependent
on cotton and other types of agriculture producti@ansequently, African
Americans constitute 67.5% of the 1.5 million pguersons residing in
persistently poor counties in the United Stafesale, 1996)

An important feature of many rural areas charamteriby high rates of
black poverty is the significant variation betwegaaverty rates for blacks
and whites. The black persistent high-poverty ciesntin Alabama,
Arkansas, Louisiana, and Mississippi had averag@0 1@ensus poverty
rates of 51.4% for blacks, compared with 15.4%wbites (Beale, 1996)
The poverty disparity that exists between rurackéaand whites reflects
social and economic conditions that are radicdffgiebnt for the two racial
groups.

Inner-City Rural

A recurring theme in the field of rural sociology the observation that
residence in rural areas isolates rural residet® furban-based cultural
trends(Snipp, 1996) The characterization of rural communities as dein
isolated assumes that most rural places as a wsgdtographical isolation
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have very little contaminating interaction with acignt or distant urban
communities (Weisheit & Donnermeyer, 2000)In contrast to this
perspective, the term inner-city rural as it isoduced and developed here
rejects the view that rural populations, particylanral black communities,
are isolated from black urban cultural trends. Batlthe term inner-city
rural is conceptualized here to suggest that keeas of urban Black
popular culture, particularly rap music’s emphasisthe glorification of
urban street culture is having a major influencegender constructions,
aspirations, the lifestyles of marginalized youngat African American
males and the situational dynamics (e.g., high sséial settings, sources
of conflict, motives and justifications) associategith acts of interpersonal
violence involving black adolescents and young @ad(iitwana, 2002;
Sarig, 2007)

The emergence and popularity of hip hop is onénefrhost significant
post-Civil Rights Movement cultural transformaticiasaffect the content
of Black popular culture and social practice in thaited States since the
emergence of “soul music” in the 60$leal, 2002; Kitwana, 2002)
According to Hill-Collins (2005, Black popular culture has increased in
importance as a source of information and genddrracial identity given
that many African American youth and young adutts r@o longer able to
depend on stable extended family networks, chur@retother community
organizations to assist them negotiate challengescéted with living in a
society plagued by racial, economic, and technoldgichallenges.
Furthermore, the popularity and influence of hip lamd gangsta rap music
and culture has moved beyond the inner-city ghettosre it originated to
influence the attitudes and behavior of youth aadng adults who reside
in suburban and rural communitiésitwana, 2002, 2005; Sarig, 2007)
This is most evident in the emergence of hip haprap as a major cultural
site influencing the more generalized American papaulture in areas of
music, film, television, fashion, advertising, meaodising, and sexual
imagery(Kitwana, 2002; Boyd, 19970ne of the most significant ways in
which the content of Black popular culture mediates association
between adverse rural structural challenges andhtiteves and situational
dynamics of interpersonal violence involving AfmicAmerican youth and
young adults in rural communities is through expesinternalization and
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routine enactment of problematic manhood identitiess are prominent in
hip hop and gangsta rap culture.

Constructing Manhood Alter natives

A fundamental claim of contemporary men’'s studigerdture is that
masculinity is not a monolithic identity construeti Rather, men’s studies
scholars tend to argue that there are “multiple culasties” or ways of
enacting manhood resulting from variations in timfluence of race,
ethnicity, class, and sexual orientatig@latterbaugh, 1988; Franklin,
1987).However, while men’s studies scholars acknowledige there are
“multiple masculinities,” they also suggest thakerth exists a master
narrative or dominant view about how men are exguetd behave. This
perspective is generally referred to as the trawlti male role, which places
emphasis on male dominance over females, econamdgpéendence, and
the capacity to provide for oneself, as well as’'oriemale partner and
children (Pleck 1987) However, in the United States, African American
males, across successive generations, have beenittey target of laws
and social practices designed to limit opportusifier racial equality that
hinder successful enactment of the traditional malle(Staples, 1982)As
such, the systematic deprivation of equal accesspdlitical rights,
educational and employment opportunities has sexvédistrate the efforts
of many black males to achieve and successfullyctettze traditional
manhood role(Staples, 1982; Madhubuti, 1990For example, Welsing
(1991, p. 87)has suggested that : “the resultant frustrationblaick
manhood potential forces behavior into dysfunctioaad obsessive
compulsive patterns in the areas of people actimityhich greater degrees
of maleness are permitted to be expressed (i.e, sports and
entertainment).” Thus, exposure to the constraoftyace and gender-
specific racial discrimination, has led generatiohblack men, particularly
low-income and working-class men, to re-define neathin terms of
ideals and roles that they perceive as being aablevfor them given their
status and environmefitlark, 1965; Majors & Mancini-Billson, 1992)

In his classic ethnography of the cultural dynanmiéslife in a low
income black neighborhood in Washington, DC, Harn&969)introduced
the term “compulsive masculinity alternative,” tesdribe a unique race,
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class, and gender-specific compensatory adapt#t@nmany lower and
working - class black males adopt to cover up theibility to achieve the

standards of the traditional male role. Howevethea than being an
effective and functional strategy to cope with eowimental stress (e.g.,
racial discrimination, high rates of unemploymeatd poverty), enactment
of “the compulsive masculinity alternative” amorlgdk males functions as
a dysfunctional compensatory adaptation. That a@her than solving

problems resulting from structural challenges in ekitan society,

adherence to “the compulsive masculinity alterrgdtzompounds personal
and social problem&®liver, 1989, 2007)

In what | regard as the first wave of black menisd&es scholarship
spanning (1965-2000) there are three major ghetstreet-based manhood
roles that have been identified as representingtiaetment of “the black
compulsive masculinity alternative,” including: &htough guy,” “the
player of women,” and “the hustler.” For examptde tough guy” has
been conceptualized to refer to a masculine rolentation in which
manhood tends to be defined in terms of demonsgrai willingness to
resort to violence as a means of resolving intageal conflict(Hannerz,
1969; Oliver, 1998) A central feature of “the tough guy” role invobve
projecting an image of aggression and unyieldirtgrsaamy. “The Player of
Women” has been characterized as a manhood comstrubat attaches
overt emphasis on sexual conquest and the emotiandl economic
exploitation of women. According to Anders@rd99, p. 136)“Casual sex
with as many women as possible, impregnating ormaae...brings a boy
the ultimate esteem from his peers and makes hanlifee a man. And,
“the hustler” is a manhood role orientation in whimanhood is defined in
terms of using one’s wits to aggressively maniuthie limited resources
of others to improve one’'s economic condition anutia esteem
(Anderson, 1999)While these methods of manhood enactment are not
unique to African American males, what is unique #ne racialized
structural pressures and cultural-specific adaptatithat have led these
men to pursue these manhood roles in a ritualizzdner that is distinctive
to the African American cultural experience as aanseof mitigating the
impact of intergenerational racial oppressi@nannerz, 1969; Staples,
1982; Oliver, 2007)Furthermore, one of the most unique aspects of the
enactment of problematic masculine identity amamvgelr-black men in the
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United States is the role that “the streets,” thathe network of public and
semi-public social settings (e.g., street corngegsant lots, bars, clubs,
after-hours joints, convenience stores, drug houses rooms, parks and
public recreational places, etc.) function as leerative site of race and
class-specific gender socialization facilitatinge thnternalization and
enactment of ghetto or street-based manhood (Oleser, 2006)

Transmission of Urban-Based Street |dentitiesin Rural Communities

One of most salient characteristics of hip hoptigalarly the gangsta rap
genre, is that the street-oriented male worldvi@megally dominates the
content and public visibility of hip hop cultuteleal, 2002; Pough, 2004)
As a result, the experiences, aspirations, anc$ag of young black men
constitute the foundation of hip hop culture andctions as a standard that
is used by many adolescent and young adult bladesrta assess their
personal and social significan¢gitwana, 2002) Consequently, because
hip hop and gangsta rap appropriates a substgtitibn of its thematic
content and ritual style from urban street cultuseet credibility has
evolved as the primary standard used by membdfrediip hop generation
to assess the character, intentionality, and atititgnof others(McLeod,
1999) For example, it is common for many rappers aqpdhup artists in
their lyrical and video products to situate yourlgck males in various
street-corner settings (e.g., street corner hasgonightclubs, parties,
cruising the streets in expensive or customizedraabiles, etc.) or
portraying males in intimate settings and situaionteracting with
attractive women, who convey a sensuous persona aanpliant sexual
availability (Kitwana, 1994, 2002; Pough, 2004Included among the
problematic masculine images represented in cordaeany hip hop and rap
music culture are “the gangsta/thug, “the playenfpi“the big balla,” and
“the nigga, (Neal, 2002; Kitwana, 1994, 2002; Oliver, 200&$ such, hip
hop and particularly gangsta rap constitute a magechanism facilitating
the dissemination of urban street-based mascubfes rand scripts that
encourage favorable attitudes toward involvementaifroad range of
problematic behaviors associated with urban strektire (e.g., pursuit of
sexual conquests, affiliating with criminal streaetworks, carrying
weapons, using illegal drugs, selling drugs, spamdin inordinate amount
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of time in club and street-corner settings and oomty violence as a
means of resolving disputeg)Kurbin, 2005; Oliver, 1998; Jacobs &
Wright, 2006; Wilkinson, 2003)n addition, the genre’s thematic emphasis
on “the streets” as a source of values, norms,syolifestyles, and
worldview provides a supportive context for the uasption of valued
alternative constructions of manhood and womant@oder, 2006, 2007;
Stephens & Phillips, 2003)Ilt is in this sense that gangsta rap has
represented the role of violence as a means ofiviegodisputes, the
routine consumption of marijuana and liqugtitwana, 2002; Kurbin,
2005) the sexual objectification of women, sexual anchotonal
exploitation of women, as well as the perpetratiérphysical and sexual
violence against women as a means of asserting ulirescdominance
(Cole & Guy-Sheftall, 2003; Kurbin, 2005; SharpMshiting, 2007)in
disadvantaged urban communities.

The emphasis on “the streets” is a dominant themie gangsta rap
variant of hip hop(Kitwana, 2002; Kurbin, 2005)One of the most
important functions of “the streets” as a ghettstitntion in disadvantaged
urban communities is that the various settings twhprise inner-city
street culture (e.g., street corners, bars/nighgldrug houses, etc.) serve
as a major location and cultural site for orgargzand expressing gender
identity among marginalized black males and femédlesrton, 1972;
Anderson, 1999; Oliver, 2006Consequently, the gangsta worldview and
its overt emphasis on materialism, an insatiabfeetife for marijuana and
liquor, and sexual conquest has evolved as a allifurelevant iconic
worldview and alternative manhood construction imalu inner city street
culture (Neal, 2002 has been imported into the rural black communities,
offering an alternative means of achieving socighificance and valued
gender and racial identitig&(itwana, 2002) Listed and described below
are major urban street-based masculine roles amssthat are commonly
disseminated in African American youth Black popwalture.

The Nigga
In both urban street culture and Black popularueltthe word Nigga is

commonly used to refer to black males. According<adley (1999) the
modern day Nigga, that is, the hip hop Nigga, igr@duct of the ghetto.
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The term has also been used to identify individweth® associate their
manhood identity, social significance, and lifestyith “the streets.” That
is, to be an authentic man, one deserving of reéspetdeference, one must
have some street credibility or familiarity withetivays of “the streets” and
the challenges associated with life in urban urlless black communities
(Kitwana, 2002; McLeod, 1999; Oliver, 2006Accordingly, an authentic
Nigga in hip hop and urban street culture is albfaale who has grown up
in poverty or in close proximity to impoverishedgi®orhoods, is willing
to resort to violence to resolve disputes, is abMapking for opportunities
to engage in sexual relations with willing femalsses value in mastering
“the code of the street” and succeeding in the dvdrdsed on one’s
adherence to the “code of the strgé@thderson, 1999)

The Big Balla

Hip hop culture, similar to urban street culturpenly celebrates capitalism
and material acquisitiofKitwana, 2002; Neal, 2002)t is common for
many male hip hop artists (both rap and neo-saugjituate themselves in
their lyrics and video images wearing designer tratothes, driving
expensive cars, living in luxurious homes, “hangng” at the club where
they consume top shelf liquor, on the beach orhat yacht party to
showcase a rich and glamorous lifestiff@ugh, 2004)According to Neal
(2002, p. 193-194¥The challenge ‘to keep it real’ and ‘still gedid’ is the
dominant ethos of generation hip hop. Thus, theestnustler role adopted
by previous generations of marginalized black malas been resurrected
in the lyrical content, video images and persorfasany rap and hip hop
soul artistgDyson, 2003Horton, 1972; Kelley, 1997; Kurbin, 2009)hus,
“the Big Balla” persona in hip hop culture is a rhand role orientation in
which manhood is defined in terms of using one’sswd aggressively
pursue access to legitimate economic opportuniigswell as the illicit
opportunities that exist in the urban ghetto toriowe one’s economic and
material condition in an effort to achieve socisteem and the American
Dream.
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The Player/Pimp

The image of men as players and pimps is hypeeptéasa the lyrics and
video imagery of rap music. The player/pimp idefailnanhood encourages
men to perceive women as objects to be emotionakxually, and
economically exploited\Weitzer & Kurbin, 2009) Overt emphasis on
sexual conquest and promiscuity is not unique tacah American males.
Indeed, it is quite possibly a universal featurepodblematic manhood
constructions throughout the worldConnell & Messerschmidt, 2005)
However, what is unique about the ritualizatiortha# player/pimp ideal of
manhood in rap culture is that rap music often egras a site for the
dissemination of misogynistic lyrical and visualntent, as well as the
representation of public personas of male artisé$ glorify and ritualize
the expression of sexual conquest as a valuedréeaiti black male
masculine identity and social practi¢@twana, 2002; Neal, 2002}t is in
this sense that the elevation of the player/pim@pimusic has emerged as
an alternative means of achieving manhood and pexteg the
normalization of sexism, sexual objectificationvedmen, and misogyny
among urban and rural residing black males who todkip hop and urban
street culture to inform their social constructiohmanhood, as well as
providing guidance on the pursuit and maintenarfceskationships with
members of the opposite s€dorgan, 1999; Pough, 2004; Hill-Collins,
2005; Weitzer & Kurbin, 2009)

Rural Diffusion of Urban Street Culture

Intergenerational exposure to the collateral comseges associated with
racial inequality and theroliferation of hip hop culture, particularly the
gangsta image of masculinity and its thematic aitualr emphasis on
toughness, sexual objectification and domination wbmen, and
materialism, has precipitated a reorganizationaoskerand gender-specific
identity constructions among marginalized youth soding adult black
males residing in both urban and rural communitiggwana, 2002;
Kurbin, 2005; Pough, 2004Many black youth and young adults residing
in rural communities, particularly in the South@&tack Belt, as a result of
increased exposure to the erosion of family and nsonity networks,
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poverty, inadequate education, and diminished eoanopportunities, are

vulnerable to embracing the urban street culturddveew and style that is

prominent in urban-based Black popular culturerasltgernative means of
achieving social significancgitwana, 2002; Adimora et al., 2001; Sarig,
2007)

The influence of hip hop and particularly gangsap is expressed in
attitudes, musical interests, fashion, and theragian of roles, personal
aspirations, and social activities of rural blackuth and young adults who
identify with hip hop culturegKitwana, 2002; Neal, 2002)n fact, as a
result of the popularity of hip hop and gangsta tapan street culture has
penetrated the geographic and cultural isolatiahithcharacteristic of rural
communities (Adimora et al., 2001) There are several pathways that
contribute to the transmission of urban street ucaltto black rural
communities as well as the mediating effect thaicBlpopular culture has
on the intersection of rural structural challengediernative social
constructions of masculinity and the situationahalyics associated with
acts of interpersonal violence involving African Aritan youth and young
adults residing in rural communities. These pattsiviaglude: the national
dissemination of street-based Black popular culténequenting hip hop
concerts and other places in which members of ipehbp generation
congregate to socialize or be entertained in nearbgasily accessible
larger cities; family relocation from urban to rureommunities; and
exposure to urban street culture as a result @frggcation in state juvenile
and adult correctional facilitigg\dimora, et al., 2001; Weisheit, Falcone &
Wells, 2006)

National Dissemination of Black Popular Culture

Prior to the emergence of gangsta rap, to leam gdme” (i.e., the code of
the street and street-oriented manhood roles) as @nacted on “the
streets,” one had to be physically present in warictreet settings
(Hannerz, 1969; Horton, 1972; Anderson, 199A)contrast, the national
dissemination of urban street culture through docisedia, urban

contemporary radio, satellite and cable televisimuisic videos, gangsta
films, hip hop magazines, and television prograeauring hip hop artists
has provided black youth, as well as youth and gaaotults of other races,
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ethnicities, and class levels opportunities to kposed to urban street
values, norms, roles, behaviors, and activitieshauit being physically
present in street-corner settingkitwana 2002, 2005; Oliver, 2006)
Although there are gaps in access to the intermetng both urban and
rural black youth, the emergence of the World Wideb has enhanced and
improved rural black youth and young adult's acdessrban-based Black
popular culture. Hip hop video clips are shareaulgh social networking
sites like Face Book and online downloading hasoimec the primary
method by which many adolescents and young agultshase music and
share information about trends in hip hop cultag,well as issues and
concerns that are salient in street culture. Ttaghnological advances and
economic incentives associated with the global edissation of Black
popular culture have functioned to enhance théilityi and prominence of
urban street culture as an alternative site of gesdcialization(Oliver,
2007) As such, the increased visibility and availapilaf urban street
culture has the effect of reinforcing street-orgehiasculine roles as viable
alternatives to achieving social recognition amgaogth and young adults
who reside in marginalized urban and rural comnemifOliver, 2006;
Wilson, 1996) Recent trends in gang involvement, carrying weapdrug
trafficking and the manner in which disputes argitaited meaning in
black rural communities are being influenced byamristreet culture as
portrayed in Black popular cultuigVeisheit & Wells, 2004; Sarig, 20Q7)
However, while the dominant trend in the dissenmamabf street culture
involves an urban to rural transmission of streetrted values, norms,
roles, and lifestyles it is important to recognit@t as a result of the
emergence of rappers and hip hop artists with ahesow and rural
backgrounds that Black popular culture trends aegirming to be
influenced by a southern/rural to urban culturahtmissior(Sarig, 2007)
Rural youth aren't just observers in the creatidntte street-oriented
aspects of Black popular culture, they are increfggi emerging as
innovators in its development and disseminatiomrig, 2007.)

Urban Travel, Dispatching Dependents and Family Relocation

It is not uncommon for youth and young adults wheside in rural
communities and small towns to routinely travehearby or distant large
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cities within their state or across state linegngage in shopping, visiting
family and/or to engage in various recreationalvés that exist in the

larger city. Travel to nearby larger cities fromegominantly black rural

communities is common because rural areas oftek ladequate

entertainment. In the course of travel to largéesiyoung people residing
in rural communities are likely to be exposed tbaur trends in music,
fashion, social activities, and other aspects oficAh American youth

popular culture as a result of frequenting sosdtings where urban youth
and young adults congregétedimora, et al., 2001)

Rural youth and young adults’ exposure to urbarcBlaopular culture
and urban street culture also occurs as a resulirledin-based parents
making decisions during difficult times to dispatitteir children to more
stable home situations “back home” “in the couhwy “down South.”.
The reliance on extended kin for support as a meansanaging personal
and familial crises is a common cultural practio@mag African Americans
(Stack, 1996) Furthermore, it is common for African Americansthw
southern roots, but who reside outside the Southaimtain close ties with
their relatives in the South by frequently visitifagnily during the summer
months and holidays or sending children or adolgscéo reside with
grandparents or other kin when their parents aablerto provide adequate
care or supervision during challenging ting€sim, 2001; Stack, 1996)

Since 1975, the U. S. Census Bureau has releagadddacribing a
pattern of return or reverse migration of Africam€mméricans involving
leaving large urban cities of the Midwest, Northesasl West and returning
to small towns and rural areas in the South. Radt975 black migration
from the North and other regions outside the Seaitthe South was very
rare, approximately 15,000 per year. However, b901%he South had
regained half a million black Americans returnimgthe South from other
regions of the U. S. Many of these migrants wermbo the South and
upon retiring have opted to return hofggack, 1996When families return
and bring along with them teenagers and young satib have grown up
in urban areas, particularly disadvantaged urbaghberhood, these non-
southern born youth and young adults import theipegences and
exposure to urban life and in some cases, strdaireuto black rural
communities.
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I ncarceration in Juvenile and Adult Prisons

African Americans are disproportionately represérdenong incarcerated
juveniles and adults in the Southern Black BeltestaFor example, 10 of
the 20 states with the highest incarceration ritdlse United States are in
the South. Furthermore, the four states with thghdst rates of
incarceration are all in the South, including Learms, with 1,138 sentenced
prisoners per 100,000 state residents, Georgi&1}),0Fexas(976), and
Mississippi (955)(Pew Center on the States, 2008pnsequently, many
African American youth and young adults returniogriiral communities
from state juvenile and adult correctional instiins are importing values
and behaviors derived from their enforced assariatith members of
urban street culture and the urban influenced mltwf prison
(Donnermeyer, 1994)For many marginalized African American males
who reside in both urban and rural communities, fnevalence of
incarceration in the experiences of their familymbers and neighbors has
come to be regarded as an expected reality angn#fisint aspect of the
rite-of-passage into manhoo@l/Vhitehead, 2000) The anticipation of
experiencing imprisonment at some point duringlifikecourse is enhanced
by exposure to those elements of Black youth popmulture that represent
incarceration, prison-style clothing and imageso$on life as a normal
feature of the experiences of young black men ineAca (Clayton &
Moore, 2003) Furthermore, it is common for those youth andltachen
returning to the community from prison to face tdvades in finding a job
or housing and reuniting with family. As such, finose males who are
unable to manage these challenges, problematic uliescscripts, peer
associations and activities are more likely to éked on to satisfy their
quest for material acquisition and social recognifiVodahl, 2006)

Conclusion and Implications

The inner-city rural conceptual framework has iraiions for research
that seeks to uncover the evolving influence ofaarkstreet trends,
including the influence that Black popular cultui® having on the
construction of masculine identity among margirediz/outh and young
adult males residing in rural communities. Furthamm the inner-city
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conceptual framework seeks to explain how exposoredverse social
conditions and various mechanisms by which urbareest culture
disseminated contributes to the adoption of proble@masculine identities
among African American males residing in rural camnities. There are a
number of questions that must be addressed in otderenhance
understanding of rural crime and violence beyorehiiflying problematic
masculine role orientations that have been founéht¢oease the risk of
involvement in risky behavior and violent confraigas occurring among
African American men residing in lower and workiclgss urban
neighborhood$Oliver, 1998; Anderson, 1999; Jacobs & Wright, 0®&s
such, the inner-city rural conceptual frameworkgrsis that there is a need
for research that seeks to uncover the situatidpahmics associated with
acts of interpersonal violence among rural blagkst is, there is need for
research that seeks to explore how various rurelassettings (e. g.,
hangouts, clubs, drinking establishments, etcyesas staging grounds for
sociability, interpersonal conflict and violencerimral black communities.
And finally, there is a need for research that setekuncover how rural
black men justify and attribute meaning to theivolvement in acts of
interpersonal violence. As such, the inner cityakwonceptual framework
may be useful to frame future research addressitig dcts of community
violence and intimate partner violence involvingdk males who reside in
rural communities.
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